MINUTES OF THE PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING
MONDAY 18 MAY 2026, 7:00 pm in Parish Centre
Present:

Caroline Grieco, Bernadette Halsall (St Elizabeth’s rep), Pam Holcroft, Fr
Joseph Jacob, Bridget Mawtus, Deacon Peter Mawtus, Aidan McFall (Chair),
Susan O’Halloran, Claire Reed (minutes), Irene Slack, Paul Spencer, Keith
Stopforth, Fr Godric Timney.

Minutes Secretary: Brian Farrimond

1. Opening Prayer: Fr Godric led a short reflection on John 10:10 “I came that
you might have life - life in abundance”.

2. Apologies: Brian Farrimond, Paul Spencer, Keith Stopforth

3. Minutes of previous meeting

The minutes of the PPC meeting on 16 March 2026 were accepted as a true
and accurate record.

4. Membership and Chair (Standing item)
4.1 Membership issues

Fr Godric and Bridget continue to discuss the recruitment of younger members
to the PPC with the chaplain at St Bede’s and Mike Price, but this has been
paused during the exam period..

4.2 PPC Communications

There were no matters arising.

4.3 Chairs and Dates of meetings

Fr Godric advised that he will no longer be available for meetings on Monday,
so future PPC meetings will need to be moved to another evening. Friday was

agreed.

Provisional Date of meeting Chair
19 Jan 2026 Paul

16 Mar 2026 Susan
18 May 2026 Aidan
Fri 17 July 2026 Keith
Fri 18 Sep 2026 Claire
Fri 20 Nov 2026 Bridget




8.2

Safeguarding Update (Standing item)
Terry Graham has no safeguarding issues to report.

Fr Godric spoke to the Archbishop about oversight of the parish’s
safeguarding. The safeguarding officer for the diocese (Mark Robson)
undertook to talk to RLSS. Depending on the outcome the PPC will write
again to the Abbot and the Archbishop.

Reviewing Actions from 16 March 2026
6.1 Covered under agenda item 5 (above)
6.2 Covered under agenda item 4.1 (above).

6.3 The first walk of faith has taken place and a further three are scheduled.
Keith provided a written update to the meeting.

6.4 Irene has been in touch with Emmanuel church and the Parish Church in
Ormskirk with the aim of arranging reciprocal visits. Exact dates, times and
format are yet to be agreed. The return visit to St Anne’s may include a
talk/demo from Jean about the work she is doing to repair the vestments.

6.5 The deanery synodal council is looking to organise a pilgrimage to which
parishioners from St Anne’s will be invited so work on a parish pilgrimage to
Holywell will cease.

6.6 The option to use an external venue for a joint Volunteers Celebration (St
Anne’s and St Elizabeth’s) will be explored by Fr Godric.

6.7 Bridget has reviewed suggestions received from parishioners via the
Suggestion Box in the Narthex and through messages on social media. There
have been requests for more information about the history of St Anne’s which
Bridget will take forward with Fr Godric.

There have also been requests for a weekly social group on Wednesdays for
non-working parishioners. Bridget would be happy to plan a programme of
changing activities, but needs one or more volunteers who could actually run
the sessions in the parish centre. Pam volunteered to help with this.

6.8 Susan has passed a picture of St Anne’s into the office as part of the gift of
thanks to John Abrahams.

Walks of Faith - covered under 6.3 and 6.4

Finance Committee Issues
Car Parking

The move to implement charges for use of the car park will go ahead in
accordance with the details outlined in the bulletin.

Grounds and Buildings

There was further discussion about the potential parish centre development.
Aidan will report back to the Finance Committee the questions raised.



9.

10.

11.

A.O.B.

9.1 CAFOD have started a petition calling for debt write-off. Susan asked if
anyone was interested in forming a small CAFOD group to take forward
CAFOD initiatives within the parish.

9.2 Fr Godric proposed that a group charged with organising social events within
the parish might also be useful.

9.3 The diocese has circulated information about Martyn’s Law which requires
all venues which host gatherings of people to plan for terrorist incidents.

9.4 Irene confirmed that the Patronal Feast celebration for St Anne’s will now
take place on 19 July as Fr Godric is away on 26 July. It will include an
outdoor Mass (weather permitting). This will coincide with the last church
parade for the uniformed groups before the summer break.

9.5 Fr Godric has invited Fr Philip Inch to come and talk to the PPC about what is
a synodal parish. Assuming that this takes place at the next PPC meeting in
July, it will be necessary to reduce the rest of the agenda as far as possible, so
it would be helpful if written updates for actions could be provided ahead of
the meeting.

9.6 Bridget’s choir will have a concert on 27th June. Tickets will go on sale
soon. It has been agreed that 20% of money raised will go to parish funds and
80% to Queenscourt Hospice.

Next meeting
10.1 Friday 17th July 2026 at 7 pm in the Parish Centre lounge.

10.2 Opening and closing prayers: Brian to arrange.

Closing prayer: Peter Mawtus



ACTION POINTS - 18 May 2026

1 Recruitment of younger parishioners onto the PPC to be Fr Godric,
continued. Bridget

) Draw up a new schedule of PPC meetings to be held on Fridays Claire, Brian
rather than Mondays

3 Work on organising the Walks of Faith to be continued Keith, Irene

4 Identify a suitable date for celebrating parish volunteers and Fr Godric,
explore the use of an external venue. Colette
Bridget to speak after weekend Masses to appeal for one or more

5 volunteers to run a social group for non-working parishioners on Bridget
Wednesday afternoons.

Recognition of the contributions to the parish made by John Susan, Fr

6 .
Abraham. Godric
Report back to the Finance Committee the questions raised about .

7 . } Aidan
the potential parish centre development.

] Circulate information about Martyn’s Law to all PPC members, Claire. Brian
and include on the agenda for the next PPC. ’
Make arrangements with Fr Godric for the Patronal Feast

9 . Irene
celebration on 19 July

10 Provide written updates for all outstanding actions ahead of the All

PPC meeting in July




