The Parishes of
St. Anne, Ormskirk &
St. Elizabeth, Scarisbrick

Parish Priest: Very Rev.Fr. Godric Timney OSB

Assistant Priest: Rev. Fr. Joseph Jacob

Deacons: Rev. Des Bill & Rev. Peter Mawtus

Youth Minister: Mike Price mpyouthminister8 @googlemail.com

St. Anne’s Priory 23 Prescot Rd Ormskirk L39 4TG Tel: 01695 572168
Parish Administrator: Colette Adams-Duff Parish office e-mail: paxorm@rcaol.org.uk

St. Anne’s Parish Office: Mon, Tue, Thu & Fri 9.30am until 12.30pm

Bulletin Deadline is Wednesday
St. Elizabeth’s Presbytery: 10 Hall Road Scarisbrick L40 9QE Tel:01695 572168
St. Anne’s Website: www.stannes-ormskirk.org.uk
St. Elizabeth’s Website: www.stelizabeths-scarisbrick.org.uk

Parish Pastoral Council address: ppc@stannes-ormskirk.org.uk
Safeguarding Officers: ( St Anne’s) Terry Graham t.graham390@btinternet.com
(St Elizabeth’s) Les Rippon les.rippon@outlook.com

PRAY AS YOU GO LINK https://pray-as-you-go.org

Please scan QR code below to donate
£10 to help with the parish running costs

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
21st December 2025

Readings: L193:1s7; Ps 24; Rom 1; Mt 1

St Elizabeth’s Mass Times

Sun |21 9.00am |George Charnock

Wed (24 9.30am |Holy Souls
Christmas Eve - Vigil of the Nativity of the Lord
6.30pm | Priests Intentions

Thu |25 Christmas Day — Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord
9.30am |Priests Intentions
Sun |28 Feast of The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph

9.00am |Harry Barnes
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St Anne’s Mass Times

Sat |20 | 10.00am |Big Church Clean
4.00pm |Reconciliation & Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
5.00pm |Samantha Williams (3™ anniv) (Vigil Mass)

Sun (21 Church Parade

10.30am |Deceased members of the McManus Family (streamed)
Noon |Baptism: Harper Ferriere

e St. Anne’s Scouts Cake Sale in P/C after Mass

Mon (22 9.15am |Morning Prayer
9.30am |Alan Pope

Tue |23 9.15am |Morning Prayer
9.30am |Bill Stopforth (5" anniv)

Wed |24 Christmas Eve
6.00pm |All Parishioners Vigil Mass for Christmas (streamed)
9.00pm | Private Intention Midnight Mass

Thu (25 Christmas Day — Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord
10.00am | Private Intention (streamed)

Fri 26 Boxing Day - Feast of St Stephen
11.00am |All Benefactors

Sat |27 Feast of St John

4.00pm |Reconciliation & Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
5.00pm |Ann & Peter & son Mark Taunton (Vigil Mass)

Sun (28 Feast of The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph
10.30am |Malcolm Pierce (streamed)

The 2025 Jubilee Year: ‘Pilgrims of Hope’

In your house, Lord, | am a passing guest, a pilgrim like all my fathers. Ps 38

“Loving Father, as we face each new day with our difficulties and challenges may
we always remember as we walk our life's journey your Holy Spirit journeys with
us, as Pilgrims of Hope. Amen.”

Deacon Des
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Dear Parishioners and Friends

Today, as | prepare this week’s parish bulletin, it is 17 December, the day in Advent
when the tone of the liturgy changes pace, from reflecting on the coming of God in
general, to focusing on the coming of Jesus, into our world some 2,000 years ago,
born in a particular place, Bethlehem, in a particular country, Palestine. We can now
legitimately prepare for Christmas!

We have already this week had a wonderful introduction to Christmas with St
Bede’s Carol service in St Anne’s, graced this year by a visit from Archbishop John.
The carols and hymns were sung beautifully by the massed school choirs, readings
proclaimed with conviction by students, and one of the main characters in the
Christmas story, often sidetracked, given prominence because his statue was
recently discovered under the newly furbished stage in St Bede’s School. Alongside
the statue was a discarded crisp packet imprinted with its sell-by date of over 40
years ago!

St Joseph: ‘a just man’; a man of compassion, courage, insight and common sense; a
listener, a man of obedience to God’s Word; an ‘ordinary’ handyman, down-to-
earth and practical. A man concerned about a young, pregnant woman who might
well have been thrown out of the local community. By his actions Joseph didn’t
follow the herd but stood up for what is right and truthful.

In this age of heroes and icons, St Joseph stands out for us as the man who played a
central role in the life of Jesus and as a man whom we can all do well to know and
follow. St Joseph, pray for us.

May | take this opportunity, on behalf of Fr Joseph, deacons Des and Peter, and
myself, to wish you all an uplifting, joyful Christmas. Thank you for the support you
give us by your friendship, presence and prayers.

fodme 736



St Anne’s Anniversaries to 27 Dec 2025 (Last 10 yrs):

Joan Johnson, Patricia Morgan, Thomas Charnock, Eileen Culpin, Francis Quinn,
James Delaney, Gerard Entwistle, Agnes Hayes, William Stopforth, Michael Howard,
Margaret Charnock, James Deevey, Davis Dale, Thomas Brady, Carole Mills.

St Elizabeth’s Anniversaries for December (Last 10 yrs):
Margaret Whalley, Thomas Massam, George Charnock, Margaret Wright, Ronald
Bibby, Maurice Bialek, Agnes Dawes, Harry Barnes.

Please pray for the sick:
St Anne’s: Sylvia & Jim Burgess, Geraldine Crompton, Elizabeth Culshaw, Mike

Devlin, Leanne Emmett, Mike Gilmartin, Steven Hankin-Hallsworth, Mary Linton, Ann

Melia, Maureen O’Connor, Stella O’Keefe, John Orritt, Stella Potter, Richard
Sutherland, Sandra Sugden, Maureen Taylor.

St Elizabeth’s: Terry Turner, Sue Carver, Tess & Eric Mills, Jean Olverson, Joe Ackers,
Katie, Derek Murphy, Gerrard Witter, Wendy.

Recently Sick: Peter Sullivan.

Please pray for the repose of the souls of Jennifer Knowles, Hilda Wright, Joan
Rotherham & Leslie Cheeseman who died recently.

St Anne’s News:

St. Anne’s Scout Group Cake Sale: The Scout Group are having a cake sale after
the 10.30 a.m. Mass today. There will be mini, small and medium fully iced
Christmas cakes, cup cakes, small size sandwich cakes, Christmas gingerbread, and
fudge and lots more, plus Reindeer food for Santa’s reindeer on Christmas Eve.

Pop into the Parish Centre and get some cakes to take home or eat with a cup of
coffee/tea in the hall. All proceeds raised will be helping the Scouts with their trip
to Austria next year. Anne Gilham

Children’s Liturgy of the Word: The 6.00 pm Mass in Christmas Eve will once
again be led by the children and if any of our children or young people would like
to take part please email Annegilham@gmail.com
We will need readers, nativity actors and wreath carriers.

The Children’s Liturgy Team

Used stamps for charity. These can be left in the Shop, please CUT from envelope
leaving approx a 2cms margin.

The parish office is closed from Weds 24" Dec and reopens on Tues 6" January.
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St Elizabeth’s News

If anyone is sick or is admitted to hospital, please contact Bernie in the parish
office in the first instance on 07525805240. If anyone needs a priest and the parish
office is closed, please contact St Annes — 01695 572168.

Please do not park opposite any driveways on Clyffes Farm Close during Mass
times and school drop offs — please use the car park.

Gift Aid — New envelopes for those who gift Aid start in January — please collect
them from the porch.

Christmas Mass times -

Sunday 21°* December — 9.00am

Wednesday 24" December Christmas Eve 9.30am & 6.30pm
Thursday 25™ December — Christmas Day — 9.30am

Sunday 28" December — 9.00am

Please note — No Mass 26" Boxing Day in St Elizabeth’s

Thank you to the ladies who helped to clean the church, but they need more to
help in joining their little team — please speak to either Christine or Bernie. WE
NEED YOU!!!!

Christmas Raffle: Thank you for all those who bought raffle tickets for the
fabulous raffle. There are still some prizes to be collected — Babs Dobson, Joanne,
Anthony Clarkson & Anthony Aughton.

Many thanks to Christine, Kath & Pat for all their hard work in making over
£450.00

The parish office will be closed from 24" December — 5*" January 2026
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Report back from Advent talks

“The Church, like a mother, accompanies those who are walking. Where the world sees
threats, she sees children; where walls are built, she builds bridges. She knows that her
proclamation of the Gospel is credible only when it is translated into gestures of
closeness and welcome. And she knows that in every rejected migrant, it is Christ
himself who knocks at the door of the community”
Extract from Pope Leo’s first social encyclical ‘Dilexi Te’ (‘I have loved you’).
The passage from Pope Leo’s recent social encyclical set the scene for our first Advent
talk by the Margaret Roche who cofounded a charity supporting asylum seekers and
refugees. In a moving and inspirational talk, Margaret outlined how following a weekend
retreat with the Cursillo movement, she felt called to change direction and work in some
way with the poor and marginalised. She subsequently left a 20-year Primary teaching
career for the uncertainty of starting SHARe in Knowsley. This was over 10 years ago,
and the charity now runs weekly drop-ins across the borough supporting refugees in a
wide variety of ways. Margaret shared some of the personal stories of how the work of
SHARe changed the lives of those seeking a new life in the UK. These moving accounts
were in stark contrast to the often negative and dehumanising publicity surrounding
refugees and asylum seekers. It was also uplifting to discover several of our
parishioners act as volunteers in the drop-in centres and one who has recently started
working for them full time. If any parishioner wishes to support the work of SHARe, they
can do so with a donation via the websites:

e www.shareknowsley.org.uk

e Wwww.giveasyoulive.com

If wish to consider one of their many volunteering roles, you can contact them directly
via email: admin@shareknowsley.org.uk

Continuing the theme of responding to the needs of the poor as described in Pope Leo’s
Encyclical Dilexi Te and our previous talk by Margaret Roche on the work of SHARe, on
Tuesday 16" December, Mr. Peter Luscombe gave a very interesting talk about the work
of West Lancs Debt Advice (WLDA).

WLDA is an ecumenical service, established by Churches Together in Ormskirk in
recognition of the increasing problem of personal debt. It offers free, confidential support
by fully trained advisers for as long as it is needed. Mr Luscombe described the help thatis
available for people struggling with debt and answered questions. There was a lively
discussion after the talk about an area of need which is not well known.

WLDA works from the hall at the back of Emmanuel Methodist URC Church on Derby Street
in Ormskirk on Thursday afternoons. Anyone who feels they need help can e-

mail debtadvice@wlda.org.uk or phone 07731 482120 and leave a message, and they’ll
be contacted to arrange an appointment.

A big thank you to all parishioners who supported both of our Advent talks. If you have any
suggestions for the topics of talks during Lent 2026, then either speak to a member of St
Anne’s PPC or email: ppc@stannes-ormskirk.org.uk

Paul Spencer St Anne’s PPC
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“Bloomin” Marvellous.

Thank you to all those parents and parishioners who donated spring bulbs this
Autumn.

Each week since November the “Gardening Angels” have been busy planting 100’s
of spring bulbs at the front of school. We a hoping for a marvellous display in the
spring and also help support early pollinators. Mr. Holt

PREPARING and SHARING

An Advent Event

St. Anne’s Environment Group would like to thank all those involved in working for
and those who attended the Preparing and Sharing event on 23rd November in
the Pastoral Centre.

With homemade crafts and plant decorations on sale, a Christmas Swap Shop,
cards to make and buy and festive refreshments, the aim was how to celebrate
Christmas in a sustainable way.

Thanks to generous donations, we were able to raise £363 for the Roof Fund.
People also very kindly made contributions to Ormskirk Food Bank.

The Environment Group is one of St. Anne’s Parish groups and through the year
meet regularly to plan how we can contribute towards helping our parish in caring
for the environment. If you would like to join us or would like more information,
just call us on one of the following numbers.

07837 869 893/07951 110 829/07968 756 950

Members of the PPC Environment Group
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Chrlstmas Mass Schedule

St Anne’s

Christmas Eve Wednesday 24t December 2025
6.00pm Vigil Mass for Christmas
9.00pm Midnight Mass

Christmas Day Thursday 25t December 2025
10.00am Mass

Boxing Day Friday 26t December 2025
11.00am Mass

New Years Day Thursday 1st January 2026
11.00am Mass

St Elizabeth’s

Christmas Eve Wednesday 24th December 2025
9.30am & 6.30pm Vigil Mass for Christmas

Christmas Day Thursday 25t December 2025
9.30am Mass

New Years Day Thursday 1st January 2026
11.00am Mass




St. Mary’s BRAND-NEW EARLY YEARS FACILITY

Exciting News for Our Community! &

St Mary’s are thrilled to announce the opening of their brand-new Early
Years facility, launching just after the October half term break!

This fully funded initiative—generously supported by the archdiocese— is a
testament to our shared commitment to nurturing young minds. Led by
experienced and passionate teachers, the facility offers exceptional indoor
and outdoor learning environments designed to spark curiosity, creativity,
and confidence in every child.

Now Enrolling: Teacher-Led Nursery Places!

This offers funded nursery places for children starting from their third
birthday. The nursery is teacher-led, ensuring high-quality early education in
a nurturing and engaging environment. With a focus on play-based learning
and development, children thrive in our purpose-built indoor and outdoor
spaces. Whether your child is just turning three or ready for their next
adventure, we’re here to support every step of the journey.

Places are available now — Please contact the school on 01704 880626 to
arrange a tour with Mrs. Preston.




