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MINUTES OF THE PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING 
MONDAY 15 SEPTEMBER 2025, 7:00 pm in Parish Centre 

Present: 
Deacon Des Bill, Bernadette Halsall (St Elizabeth’s rep), Bridget Mawtus, 
(Chair), Deacon Peter Mawtus, Aidan McFall, Pat O’Connor, Susan 
O’Halloran, Claire Reed, Fr Godric Timney. 

Minutes Secretary: Brian Farrimond  
 

1. Opening Prayer: Susan led the opening prayer. 
 
2. Apologies:  Will Daunt, Caroline Grieco, Irene Slack, Paul Spencer, Fr Joseph 

Jacob 
 
3. Minutes of previous meeting 

The minutes of the PPC meeting on 14 July 2025 were accepted as a true and 
accurate record. 
 

4. Membership and Chair (Standing item)  
4.1 Membership issues 
Will has arranged advertising in the bulletin for new PPC members. Several 
members are nearing the end of their terms of office. 
Discussion took place on inviting two younger members of the parish onto the 
PPC. Fr Godric will take this forward. 
4.2 PPC Communications 
Arrangements are being made for PPC members to address the parish at the 
Saturday evening and Sunday morning Masses on the work of the PPC. 
The PPC presence on the parish web site is to be made more prominent. 
Photos and brief biographies to be sent to Brian to help in this. 
4.3 Chairs and Dates of meetings 
Provisional dates for this year’s meetings are given in the table below: 

Provisional Date of meeting Chair 

20 Jan 2025 Paul 

17 Mar 2025 Susan 

19 May 2025 Irene 

14 July 2025 Will 

15 Sep 2025 Bridget 

17 Nov 2025 Aidan 
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It was agreed that Brian should prepare a draft schedule of meetings for 2026. 
The aim is to meet on Fridays, 6 – 7:30 pm. 
Brian has electronic copies of PPC meetings starting with his first meeting as 
minutes secretary in 2002. It was agreed that he would pass them on to Colette 
for archiving. 
 

5. Safeguarding Update (Standing item) 
Terry Graham, the parish Safeguarding Officer, has submitted her regular 
report: 
There are no current safeguarding issues. Terry 
The report was accepted. 
Deacon Des raised his continuing concerns regarding the lack of engagement 
by either Douai or the Archdiocese in providing safeguarding oversight for the 
parish. Deacon Des had emailed Douai but had received no response. 
It was agreed that he will write to the Archbishop on behalf of the PPC 
expressing our concerns about the current, unsatisfactory situation. 
 

6. Reviewing actions from last meeting 
6.1 Contacting Douai regarding safeguarding oversight 
See item 5 above. 
6.2 Advertising for PPC members 
Adverts have been placed in the bulletin. 
6.3 Parish pilgrimage to Holywell, North Wales 
Des reported that he had visited Holywell to find out more. It was agreed that 
a date needed to be set to take this forward. 
6.4 Defibrillator provision 
A parishioner had agreed to pay for an additional defibrillator. This will be 
placed in the Parish Centre. Requirements are being investigated. 
6.5 Defibrillator maintenance 
Defibrillators have been added to the parish maintenance list. 
6.6 Defibrillator awareness 
Uniformed groups, youth group and UCM are to be kept informed of 
defibrillator developments. 
6.7 Walks of Faith 
See item 10 below. 
6.8 Fundraising 
See item 8 below. 
6.9 Parish Facebook page 
See item 15.1 below. 
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6.10 Parish social media 
See item 15.1 below. 
6.11 Roof Fund 
See item 9 below. 
6.12 Screens 
See item 15.1 below. 
6.13 Accessing the new scripture readings 
See item 15.1 below. 
6.14 Response to MIND request 
Done. 
6.15 Parish group information on the web site 
Will not present. Held over to next meeting. 
6.16 Response to SURVIVE-MIVA 
Done. 
6.17 Celebrating parish volunteers 
See item 11 below. 
6.18 Celebrating St Anne and St Benedict 
See item 15.1 below. 
6.19, 6.20 Advent talks 
See item 12 below. 
 

7. Finance AGM Update 
The Finance AGM will take place at the end of the Masses on Saturday and 
Sunday 18 – 19 October 2025.  
 

8. Parish fund raising 
Due to the scheduled Finance AGM to be held after masses on the weekend of 
the 18th and 19th of October it was agreed to hold over this item until after the 
parish update on finances.  
Brian to add parish funding to agenda of the next PPC meeting in November. 

 
9. Roof Fund 

Brian to add roof fund to agenda of the next PPC meeting in November. 
 

10. Walk of Faith 
In Irene’s absence, discussion was postponed to the next meeting. 
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11. Celebrating our volunteers 
A discussion took place on arrangements for a celebration of parish 
volunteers. It was agreed that Fr Godric and Bridget would work with Colette 
to identify suitable dates- likely in October or November depending on 
availability. 
As part of this discussion, it was felt that there may also be space to celebrate 
the parish social aspects more fully as well and a separate event as a parish 
meal was also identified. Discussion centred on building on the success of the 
International Meal and Fr Godric agreed to explore some avenues to consider 
this around the Epiphany. 
 

12. Advent Talks 
It was reported that St Bede’s, reluctantly, could not contribute to a 
programme of Advent talks due to other commitments.  
Fr Godric agreed to examine whether his delayed talk on the Book of 
Revelation may be appropriate.  
It was noted that Fr. Joseph had offered to speak on Catholicism in India.  
It was agreed that Fr Godric would work with Paul to organise the talks. 
 

13. Youth Engagement 
A discussion took place on how the parish provide more opportunities for 
young people in the 11–18 age group.  
Fr Godric said that, in his experience, young people want to be involved and 
want to be with their friends. 
Among the suggestions were: 

• monthly events for 11-18 age group on Tuesday evenings 

• Saturday night events in the Parish Centre 

• recruiting two young people to join the PPC 

• creating a space in Mass for explanation of the readings e.g. in Q & A 
format 

 
14. Parish Outreach 

A discussion took place on the parish outreach activities. 
It was noted that several parish outreach activities are taking place, but they 
need to be publicised more so that more parishioners can be made aware of 
what is going on. 
Sue agreed to investigate the current situation with the Ormskirk Food Bank to 
determine how the parish may help. 
Fr Godric and Bridget will work with Ann Barton to discuss potential ideas for 
outreach. 
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Bridget asked PPC members to send her suggestions for outreach to be 
discussed at the next PPC meeting.  
She also asked members to send her existing outreach activities that they are 
aware of that are either using the parish centre or being heavily supported by 
parishioners so that an informal audit can be carried out.  
 

15. AOB 
15.1 Updates 
Using Facebook 
Bridget will take over the parish Facebook page next week. 
Accessing the new scripture readings 
A trial is underway at mass with A5 copies of the readings. Some amendments 
were suggested, and the trial will continue until the start of Advent when this 
will be re-assessed. Further investigations around paper use in relation to the 
music will be undertaken by Bridget. 
Screens in church 
There is no money to pay for new screens, so this idea is paused. 
Celebrating St Anne and St Benedict 
This will take place on Friday 19th September 2025. 6 pm Mass followed by a 
bring your own meal. 
Uniform Hub 
Bridget reported on the hub’s success: 

• lots of clothes have been reused rather than go to landfill. 

• several children in difficult circumstances have been kitted out. 

• donations of £770 raised since April. 

• donations of uniforms to be sent to Africa will be processed by St 
Bede’s 

 
16. Next meeting 

13.1 Monday 17th November 2025 at 7 pm in the Parish Centre lounge. 
11.2 Opening and closing prayers: Brian to arrange. 
 

17. Closing prayer: Deacon Peter 
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ACTION POINTS – 15 September 2025 

1 Brian to produce draft schedule for 2026 PPC meetings. Meetings 
to be held on Fridays 6 – 7:30 pm Brian 

2 Arrangements to be made to address parish at weekend Masses on 
the work of the PPC. 

Bridget, Fr 
Godric 

3 Recruitment of younger parishioners onto the PPC to be explored. Fr Godric 

4 
Brian to collect photos and brief biographies from PPC members 
to be used on the parish web site. Brian will send them to Will for 
the web master. 

Brian, Will 

5 Brian to pass on to Colette the electronic archive of the minutes 
and agendas of PPC meetings since 2002. Brian 

6 
Deacon Des will write to the Archbishop on behalf of the PPC 
expressing our concerns about the current, unsatisfactory situation 
regarding safeguarding oversight. 

Deacon Des 

7 Agree a date for the parish pilgrimage to Holywell. Deacon Des, 
Colette 

8 Take forward defibrillator provision Peter 

9 Uniformed groups, youth group and UCM to be kept informed of 
defibrillator developments Peter, Bridget 

10 Will to report back on updating parish group information on the 
parish web site. Will 

11 Brian to add Roof Fund to the November agenda. Brian 

12 Brian to add General Parish Fundraising to the November 
agenda. Brian 

13 Brian to add Walk of Faith to the November agenda. Brian 

14 Identify a suitable date for celebrating parish volunteers an 
possible shared meal. 

Fr Godric, 
Bridget, 
Colette 

15 Fr Godric and Paul to organise speakers for Advent talks Fr Godric, 
Paul 
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16 Susan to investigate the current situation with the Ormskirk Food 
Bank to determine how the parish may help. Susan 

17 Fr Godric and Bridget to work with Ann Barton to discuss 
potential ideas for outreach. 

Fr Godric, 
Bridget 

18 Bridget asked PPC members to send her information about 
existing outreach to be discussed at the next PPC meeting. 

PPC 
Members 

19 Brian to add Outreach to the November agenda. Brian 

  


